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Molotov cocktai.l~s and 
lnte,national ca·nt·erences 

Israeli military rule over a million and a half 
Palestinians in the West Bank and Gaza Strip was 
established, as a "temporary" expedient, in June 
1967, By now, it . has lasted twenty years - more 
than half the total of Israel's thirty-nine years of 
existence. Neither the young soldiers now serving in 
Israel's army, nor their Palestinian contemporaries 
incarcerated in Israeli prisons, have ever known a 
different reality; yet, rarely did the situation seem 
so unstable. Since the end of 1986, the occupied 
territories are in constant ferment; demonstrations, 
riots, stone-throwing, prisoners' hunger strikes, 
merchants' strikes, pr.otests of all kinds break out 
again and again, despite the military authorities' 
assurances that "the situation is returning to 
normal': At the same time, acts of violence 
multiply. The Israeli army and security services seal 
all borders; it is nearly impossible to smuggle 
weapons into the occupied territories, but desperate 
Palestinian youths still construct Molotov cocktails 
out of empty Coca-Cola bottles, rags and a little 
petrol; others simply grab a kitchen knife and stab 
the nearest Israeli, soldier, settler or ordinary 
civilian. 

Such acts bring reprisals in their wake. Israeli 
prisons and detention centers are filled to 
overflowing, and new ones are established; 
universities and schools, considered to be hotbeds 
of Palestinian nationalism, ar.e closed;· villages and 
refugee camps · are subjected to house-to-house 
searches and massive arrets; the houses of 
''terrorists" and their families are demolished; 
agitators are placed under "administrative 
detention" without tria ~ or deported across the 
border. Israeli settlers, unsatisfied with the extent 
of official relaliations, regularly CiJrganise their own 
reprisals and start pogroms against the Palestinian 
population, 
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bloodshed continues to turn; more and more 
innocents are wounded or killed. 

* * * 
It is clear that a peace initiative is urgently 

needed. Both both inside and outside Israel,_ hoJ?es 
were aroused by the much pulicised activities of 
Shimon Peres, Israel's foreign minister and the 
leader of the Israeli Labor Party. Peres' support for 
an International Peace Conference on the Middle 
East caused a direct confr(iJntation with Prime 
Minister Shamir, and left the "National Unity 
Government"splintered and tottering. · 

The international conference envisioned by 
Shimon Peres is, however, iOmething quite 
different from the conference whose convening the 
majority of U.N. members have been urging for 
years. The PLO would be excluded from 
participation in Peres' conference; the Soviet Union 
would content itself by a symbolic appearace in 
that conference, without trying to influence the 
deliberations and conclusions; and the whole thing 
would. soon resolve itself into a separate agreement 
between Israel and King Hussein of Jordan. 

None of these assumptions are realistic: King 
Hussein, whatever vague promises he may have 
made in secret, is .not likely to enter negotiations in 
which the Palestinians are not represented,· no 
Palestinians are able or willing to set themselves up 
'ls a substitute for the PLO; and the Soviet Union 
would hardly lend its name to a conference whose 
'JUtcome it cannot influence. 

Peres' Likud opponents, who are opposed to any 
md all peace initiatives, were quick to seize upon 
these flaws. Shamir pointed out, quite correctly, 
that the PLO cannot be effectively debarred from 
participation in an international peace conference 
on the Middle East; and that such a conference will 
either end in Israeli withdrawal to the 1967 borders 
or break up with Israel being blamed for its failure. 
These weaknesses and inconsistencies in Peres 1 

TJYoposal were among the factors which enabled the 
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Likud to block his initiative - at least for the time 
being. 

The situation, both in the occupied territories 
and in the Israeli political system, remains 
extremely unstable. Both big parties, still official 
partners in the fragmented cabinet, are busily 
seeking public and parliamentary support. With the 
Knesset divided almost evenly, the two seats of the 
Progressive List for Peace (PLP) may assume 
critical importance. 

The PLP must navigate a very careful course: to 
lend its full support to any initiative aimed at 
breaking up the "National Unity Government • and 

Twenty years of occupation: 
commemorations and demonstrations 

The Israeli public was well aware of the 
twentieth anniversary of the Six-Day-War, and of 
the occupation in the West Bank and Gaza Strip 
which resulted from that war. Israeli newspapers 
published special supplements; the Israeli 
television has drawn fire from right-wingers after it 
has shown, on June 5, a few of the abuses to which 
Palestinians are subjeted under the occupation. 
Public attention was attr; cted by David Grossrr.an, 
considered to be one of Israel's promising young 
writers. He ranged the occupied territories for 
several months; his shocking new book, ''The 
Yellow Time", gives his eye-witness account of 
conditions on the West Bank. Immediately on 
publication, it became a major literary and political 
event. 

The government started a counter-campaign, in 
an effort to recreate an atmosphere of "national 
unity". This campaign focused on "Jerusalem Day", 
Celebrations and festivities were organised to 
commemorate twenty years of "The Unification of 
Jerusalem"; but in the Old City of Jerusalem, riots 
broke out, and the Israeli police needed to use tear 
gas and batons and to arrest dozens of Arab youths, 
in order to enforce that "unification". On the Israeli 
side, too, "national unity" was not quite complete: 
when Prime Minister Shamir appeared on 
"Jerusalem Day" at the Mount Scopus amphitheatre 
of the Hebrew University, dozens of students 
chanting_ anti-racist slogans had to be evicted by 
police before he could speak. Even among the 
veteran paratroopers, who had conquered East 
Jerusalem in 1967, there was dissent; some of them 

_ refused to participate in a memorial parachute drop, 
since the man who organised this event on behalf of 
the Defence Ministry was a member of the "Gush 
Emunim" settler organization. 

To the disappointment of many of its members, 
the "Peace Now" movement cancelled a 
demonstration which it had originally scheduled for 
June 6. This was, apparently, due to pressure from 
the Labor Party leadership. Nevertheless, several 
important demonstrations and protests took place. 
A new ad-hoc committee succeeded in drawing 
thousands to a march through the center of 
Tel-Aviv, calling for an end to the occupation, and 
for Israeli peace negotiations with the PLO. The 
same demands were raised at a large Jewish-Arab 
rally in Haifa, organised by the Progressive List for 
Peace, with the participation of "The East for 

breaking out of the blood-soaked deadlock in the 
occupied territories; while maintaining its firm 
opposition to Peres' intention to exclude the 
Palestinian people's representative from the 
negotiations. 

The unstable situation could develop very fast, 
and in unpredictable ways. A breakthrough for 
peace, or a catastrophic spiral of violence and 
bloodshed, could equally be the outcome; and a lot 
may depend on determined action by the Israeli 
peace movemento 

The Editor 

Peace" and "The Oriental Front". Meetings, rallies 
or demonstrations were organised by Ratz, Mapam 
and ''The Young Labor." Members of Kibbutz 
Ma 'anit put up signs at the site of the pre-'67 border, 
reading: "Here ends the territory of the State of 
Israel". 70 Israeli and Palestinian painters organised 
a joint exhibition, with the motto "Down with the 
occupation! " 

In sum, it can be said that all efforts to create an 
artificial "National Unity" have failed. It is now, 
more than ever, clear that Israeli society is deeply 
divided on the issue of the occupied territories, and 
that no "National Unity" is possible while this 
fundamental problem remains unsolved. 

Israeli students mobilise against racist 
government policies 

In the past months, students in the Israeli 
universities have become increasingly agitated over 
the issue of tuition fess. As part of the government's 
economic austerity policies, funding for the 

For a True International Conference 
The convening of an international peace 

conference is the best way of furthering the 
cause of peace in the Middle East. 

For such a conference to have any value, its 
participants must include all parties to the 
conflict - foremost among them the State of 
Israel and the Palestinian Liberation 
Organization (PLO), the legitimate 
representative of the Palestinian people. 

Reuniting its ranks at Algiers, the PLO 
affirmed its willingness to participate in an 
international peace conference, and reiterated 
its support for the peace plan adopted at the Fez 
Arab summit. 

We call upon the Government of Israel to put 
an end--to all evasions and tricks, and to take a 
courageous decision the decision to 
participate in an international peace conference. 
This conference should be based on the 
following principles: 

* Recognition of Israel's right to peace and 
security. 

* Recognition of the Palestinian people's 
right to national self-determination. 

* A complete cessation of all hostile acts 
while negotiations take place. 

The Israeli Council for 
Israeli-Palestinian Peace 



universities (and for education in general) is 
steadily being cut, resulting in a rise in tuition fees . 
This year, israeli students had to pay more than 
$1300 for the privilege of entering the "Ivory 
Tower". 

For next year, the universt iy administrations 
want to charge even more - $1600; some believers 
in laissez-faire economics want to go as high as 
$2200 or even $3000. For its part , the Israeli 
National Union of Students demands that tuition 
fees be fixed at $800, as recommended several years 
ago by a government commission. 

When negotiations proved fruitless, a prolonged 
student strike broke out, paralising the university 
campuses. Students went out on the streets; several 
student demonstratio.ns were violently dispersed by 
use of tear gas and club-swinging police horsemen. 
So far, the student struggle was conceived as a 
socio-economic issue , unconnected with 
Jewish-Arab 'relations ; though student peace 
activists, who took a prominent part in the student 
struggle, pointed out similarities between police 
brutality towards the students and the behavior of 
policemen and soldiers in the occupied territories. 

The character of the struggle changed abruply 
on May 17, 1987. After several futile attemps at 
mediation, the cabinet was to reach a final decision 
on the issue of tuition fees. Education Minister 
Navon proposed $1.150 as a compromise, and this 
proposal seemed likely to be accepted. Since the 
early morning, thousands of students gathered in 
front of the Prime Minister's Office , tensely waiting 
for the conclusion, To their shock, they found out 
that the cabinet had determined upon two levels of 
tuition fees - $1.050 for students who had served in 
the army, $1.550 for those who hadn't. 

Practically all Jews in Israel are drafted to the 
army; the Arab citizens of Israel, except for a few 
communities considered "loyal", are not allowed to 
become soldiers, even had they desired to do so. 
Thus, there was little doubt about the racist 
meaning of the government decision. It was 
proposed by Science Minister Gideon Patt, member 
of the so-called "Liberal" party, and passed by the 
votes of the Likud and religious ministers, against 
the opposition of the Labor Party. 

When news of the cabinet's decision reached the 
students waiting outside, there were moments of 
confusion and consternation. The first to recover 
were the Arab students, who immediately started a 
demonstration, shouting "Down with the racist 
government!" Together with members of the left 
wing "Campus" student movement, they rushed 
into the road, attempted to block the passage of the 
departing ministers' cars, and were forcibly removed 
by police. 

Within hours, the shock wave spread. The 
students affliated to the moderate left Ratz and 
Mapam parties joined in the protests; so did the 
leadership of the student unions, dominated by 
Labor. At night, angry students picketed Prime 
Minister Shamir's residence; some wore 
Ku-Klux-Klan masks , and carried signs reading : 
"Look in the mirror, Mr. Shamir! " 

On the following day, mass protest rallies took 
place in all Israeli universities. Aside from student 
activists, the speakers included senior 
represantatives of t he university administrations. 
Deans. rectors and university presidents firmly 
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vowed that racial discrimination would never enter 
the universities. Within two days, all Israeli 
universities officially and unanimously declared 
their refusal to implement the government's 
decision; this was clearly backed by a majority 
among both students and lecturers. Uriel Reichman, 
Dean of the Tel-Aviv University Law School, 
startled his students when he said: "Today I will 
talk about something more important than the law 
of property" and proceeded to denounce the 
government's racist decision. Many other lecturers 
did the same in their classes. 

On May 18 Science Minister Patt was to be the 
guest of honor at a degree-awarding ceremony in 
The Hebrew University of Jerusalem. One by one, 
three hundred science graduates pointedly ignored 
the minister and refused to shake his hand. When 
student Yan Foreman went on the podium to 
collect his degree in biochemistry, he suddenly 
seized the microphone and shouted: "I refuse to 
take my degree while someone who initiates racist 
decisions is here! " Thereupon1 the gathered 
graduates burst into shoutining: "Patt, go home! " 
The minister had to leave hastily, through the back 
entrance. 

Right-wing students, supporters of the Likud 
and of the extreme-right Tehiyan party, made 
desperate efforts to organise counter 
demonstrations in favor of the government decision; 
these ended in miserable failure. On May 19, 
student union elections took place in the Jerusalem 
Hebrew University. The right wing students 
suffered a crushing defeat and lost nearly half their 
seats in the student union council. 

While demonstrations continued daily on the 
university campuses, two appeals against the 
government decision were presented to the 
Supreme Court: One was initiated by an Arab 
student who is a rr..ember of the Progressiv~ List for 
Peace, represented by Yossef Bard, the PLP's 
lawyer ; the other - by the National Union of 
Students, The Union of Arab Students, and several 
Arab and Jewish students affected by the 
government's decision. (Aside from Arab students, 
the government decision discriminated against 
certain categories of Jewish students, such as 
cripples, married women and mothers, who are 
exempted from military service, and would thus 
have to pay the higher rates.) 

The controversy had wide rerecussions outside 
the universities. Not only the Arab students, but the 
entire Arab community felt itself threatened and 
mobilised in numerous demonstrations. The 
Committee of Arab Mayors, which includes the 
mayors of all Arab towns and villages in Israel, took 
an active part in the struggle. 

In the Jewish public, too, emotions run high, 
Anti-racist groups, civil rights associations and 
political parties all voiced strong protests. Of 
crucial importance was the position of the Labor 
Party, which firmly opposed the government 
decision. Labor Secretary-General Uzi Bar'am 
stated : "Morally, this may be the most grave 
decision ever taken by an Israeli cabinet; it makes 
Israel similar to South Africa and Ian Smith's 
Rhodesia". 

Never before did the Israeli Labor Party take 
such a position. Indeed, in previous cases it not only 
supported anti-Arab discriminatory measures. but 
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also initiated them; the most notorious example 
occured in 1976, when the Labor government 
introduced an amendment by which a large part of 
the welfare payments in Israel were made 
conditional upon army service by at least one 
member of the recipient family. Through this 
system, which is still in force, Arab families receive 
welfare benefits much lower than those given to 
equivalent Jewish families. 

The Labor Party's change of front was partially 
dictated by opportunistic mo.tives; at exactly this 
time, Labor was engaged in a head-on confrontation 
with the Likud, its partner in the "National Unity 
Government", and the issue of tuition fees provided 
Labor with additional ammunition. Labor was also 
sesitive to the turmoil among its Arab membership; 
Abed-el-Wahab Darawsha, Labor's Arab Knesset 
Member, voted against the government in protest. 
In a deeper sense, however, Labor's new position is 
a reflection of the deepening polarisation of Israeli 
society. On both sides of the political spectrum 
there is a growing radicalisation; both racist and 
anti-racist positions are being pronounc{ld more and 
more clearly. These undercurrents also make 
themselves felt in the big parties. 

The Likud leaders were caught by surprise by 
the rising tide of protests. At first, Prime Minister 
Shamir replied arrogantly: "The Arab students feel 
too well in our universities; they are PLO 
supporters". This statement aroused a new wave of 
protests, from both Arabs and Jews. However, the 
sharp defeat of the Likud students in the Jerusalem 
student elections caused a second thought. 

Maxim Levy, Mayor of Lydda, who is a Likud 
member and the brother of Housing Minister David 
Levy, declared his opposition to the government 
measure; he stated that, as the mayor of a town 
with a mixed Jewish-Arab population, he feels an 
obligation to speak out against discrimanation. By 
May 24, the Likud ministers had decided to cut 
their loses. At the cabinet meeting they agreed to 
reopen discussion on the issue of tuition fees. Thus, 
the anti-racist part of the student struggle seems. 
nearly won. However, the socio-economic part still 
remains; it may yet happen that tuition fees will be 
fixed at a level equal for Jewish and Arab students, 
but so high that only the rich in both communities 
could afford to study. Thus, the Israeli students still 
face a hard struggle. 

On the level of the anti-racist struggle in Israel, 
it can already be stated that the mobilisation of 
May 1987 marks a new stage in the history of the 

_ anti-racist movement. Previous anti-racist 
mobilisations, such as the ones in Um-el- Fahm and 
Givatayim, * were directed against the open, 
extreme racism of Rabbi Meir Kahane. While being 
very important, these mobilisations held the danger 
that, because of the concentration on Kahane, less 
open (but more influential) racists will be ignored. 
Now, for the first time, wide sections of the Israeli 

* In August 1984 Jews and Arabs, standing 
together, prevented the racist Kahane from entering 
the Arab town of Um-el-Fahm (''The Other IsraeL': 
No. 10, P. 4). In August and September 1985, 
thousands of demonstrators repeatedly frustrated 
Kahane 's efforts to hold a rally in Givatayim, a 
suburb of Tel-Aviv (No. 17, P 4; No. 18, P. '4). 

public have come to realise that "respectable" 
ministers, who form a majority in the cabinet, can 
also behave in a racist manner, .and should be 
opposed .as such. 

New support for negotiations 
with the PLO 

The Anti-Peace Trial, in which four Israeli peace 
activists are charged with having participated in a 
meeting with a PLO delegation, drags on. Oil April 
29, the court dealt only with judicial procedures; 
the next session was fixed for June 17. 

The Israeli government finds this trial 
embarassing, with good reason. 

In many countries, solidarity with the accused 
was expressed, and many protest telegrams reached 
Prime Minister Shamir's office. The heresy has even 
entered the ranks of the government itself; Ezer 
Weitzman, Labor Minister without Portfolio, 
openly expressed his willingness to meet with 
Yasser Arafat. Weitzman's . views receive 
considerable support from Labor doves, especially 
in the traditionally dovish "Young Labor". 

Respected columnists, such as Gideon Samet in 
Ha 'aretz, clearly expressed their conviction that 
Israel has no alternative but to talk with the PLO. 
On May 7, the editorial of "Hadashot" newspaper 
stated: ''The time has come for a serious public 
discussion, in the Knesset and Cabinet. We must 
decide: do we talk with the PLO, and if so -what 
about and under which conditions?" 

Yael Dayan, daughter of former Defence 
Minister Moshe Dayan, wrote in an article on the 
Algiers session of the Palestine National Council 
(PNC): "The more we close our ears, the more they 
(the PLO) will raise their voices; when we ignore 
their existence, we force them to demonstrate that 
they do exist, to show their unity and 
determination. (.o.) As long as we do not accept 
them as legitimate partners for peac~ , they would 
force us to continue meeting them in war." In clear 
reference to her late father's statement, after the 

-1967 victory, ''we wait for a telephone call from the 
Arabs", Yael Dayan wrote: ''The telephone is now 
ringing; Algiers and Moscow are on the line. Will we 
pick it up?". 

In April, David Shacham of Tel Aviv-based 
"International Center for Peace in the Middle East" 
(ICPME) carried out a tour of the Far East , jointly 
with Zuhdi Labib Terzi, the PLO Observer to the 
U.N. Shacham and Terzi traveled to India, Thailand, 
Singapore and Japan, where they held joint press 
conferences and met with academics and public 
figures. The tour was organised by the United 
Nations. By accounts in the Israeli press, Shacham's 
participation got the tacit approval of Yossi Beilin, 
director-general of the Israeli Foreign Ministry, 
known for his dovish views - though Beilin 
officially denied this. 

In May, ' two other meetings took place. Daliah 
Rabikovitch, a poet known for her anti-war poems, 
met with a PLO member during a conference of 
Mediterranean poets which took place in Florence, 
Italy. On her return she wrote a detailed account of 
the meeting in "Ma 'ariv" - usually considered the 
most right-wing newspaper in Israel 



In the same month Chaim Ha'negbi, a journalist 
and the parliamentary secretary of the Progressive 
List for Peace, met in Paris with the Palestinian 
poet Mahmud Darwish, and interviewed him. The 
interview with Darwish was published in the 
popular weekend suplement of "Y ediot Aharonot ", 
Israel's largest newspaper, which devoted three 
pages to it. 

Darwish enjoys enormous popularity among the 
Palestinians, as well as in the Arab World in general; 
he is acknowlaged as the Palestinian National Poet. 
At Algiers, Dawish was elected to the PLO 
executive, and became the PLO's de facto "minister 
of culture". Iri his interview, Darwish stated: "Being 
both a Palestinian poet and the person in charge of 
the PLO's cultural affairs, I propose to hold a 
meeting of Israeli and Palestinian poets and writers, 
in order to have an open and frank dialogue. It can 
take place at any place the Israelis want. I demand 
only one condition from the Israeli interluctors -
that they accept our existence and our rights; other 
than that, there are no limitations or barriers." 

Darwish himself knows personally many Israeli 
poets and writers; he ha<;l lived in Israel until the 
early 1970's, and still posseses a faded and outdated 
Israeli passport. In his interview he said: "I could 
sign my name to some poems by Yehuda Amichai 
and other Israeli poets. When I read them, I feel as 
if I am the one who wrote them. These poems 
express the same love, for the same landscapes, 
whi eh I express in my own poems; the same pain for 
the fallen; the same reasoning, the same drive for 
survival." 

Stop press! 

As this issue goes into print , a large Israeli 
delegation has set out for a new public meeting 
with PLO officials, due to take place in 
Hungary. The delegation is headed by Knesset 
Member Charlie Biton, an ally of the Communist 
Party, and head of the Oriental Jewish "Black 
Panthers" group. Further details will appear in 
our next issue. 

The debate on negotiations with the PLO has 
penentrated into a very significant sector of Israeli 
society- that of the ultra-Orthodox •. 

The pecularities of the Israeli political system 
give great political importance to the various 
ultra-Orthodox parties and factions, which hold the 
balance between the two big parties. One of the 
most important of these is Shas, a new partyformed 
in 1984, which has four Knesset seats. Shas is 
mainly concerned with religious fundamentalism. 
For many of its Oriental Jewish voters, it is also a 
vehicle for expressing social griveances. It has no 
clear position on the Israeli-Arab conflict. 

On May 8 Rabbi Yitzchak Peretz, the Shas 
leader and former interior minister, has startled the 
Israeli public by an interview in "Hadashot" in 
which he came out in favor of negotiations with the 
PLO. He stated: ''in all wars, hands are soaked with 
blood;· but when both sides declare their willigness 
to negotiate it is customary, all over the world, to 
start talking·. The disqualification of the PLO is 
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justified, not because it is an eternal enemy but 
because of its policies. ( •. ~ )If they declare an end to 
their policy of murder and terrorism, and recognise 
Israel - why shouln't we talk with them? It would 
be a different PLO," 

Rabbi Peretz said that, over the years, he had 
been transformed from a hawk into a dove, which 
was for him a very difficult process. He said: "I am 
still a hawk in my belief that the whole of Eretz 
Ysrael rightfully belongs to the Jewish People; 
nevertheless, I am willing to give up parts of it for 
peace. I won"t do that gladly; I woyld feel as if my 
heart is being torn out; but though the land is dear, 
Jewish blood (which would be shed if the conflict 
continues) is dearer. ( .•. ) 

I now believe that it is possible to reach 
agreement with the Arabs. When we sit together, 
shake hands, drink to each other's health -then the 
walls of hatered are pulled down. I have talked with 
ministers who met Mubarak and the Egyptians. 
They told me what a wondeful atmosphere of 
friedship was created by the very act of sitting 
together and talking." ' 

Rabbi Peretz's interview caused deep 
commotion within Shas; part of the party's 
membership holds racist views simolar to those of 
Rabbi Meir Kahane. These racist elements are 
especially numerous in the congregation of Rabbi 
Ovadiyah Yosef, one of Shas' main spiritual 
authorities. During Shabbat services in the 
Synagogue, located in a Jerusalem slum 
neighborhood, the racists put strong pressure on 
Rabbi Yosef; he, in turn, succeeded in forcing Peretz 
to make a partial retraction of his statements 
concerning negotiations with the PLO. 

Peretz still enjoys, however, the support of 
another spiritual authority - the very influential 
Rabbi Eliezer Shach of Bney-Brak, an Orthodox 
suburb of Tel Aviv. A 'few days after the start of the 
Shas controversy, one of Rabbi Shach's closest 
associates published an article advocating Israeli 
negotiations with the PLO. Observers generally 
regard this as an expression of Rabbi Shach's 
support for the views expressed by Peretz. Thus, the 
debate within the ultra-Orthodox community, as in 
other sections of Israeli society is still far from 
decided~ 

The Progressive List for Peace: 
Statement on the PNC Algiers session 

The Algiers session of the Palestinian Nationlll 
Council (PNC) received a great dea/ _of attention in 
the Israeli press. A~ may have b.een expected, the 
Israeli government ·claimed that the PLO has now 
become "even more extreme". Unfortunately, 
certain politicians and columnists, who claim to be 
"doves", ha.ve also picked up this line. 

PLP speakers repeatedly condemned this 
misinformation campaign, pointing out the salient 
fact: at Algiers, the dissident factions of George 
Habash and Naif Hawatme accepted Arafat's 
leadership and committed themselves to peace 
negotiations with . Israel in the context of an 
international peace conference. 

The following is the text of the PLP statement 
on the Palestine National Council, issued to the 
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Israeli press at the height of public debate. 
At the Algiers session of the Palestine National 

Council (PNC), the PLO stated its willingness to 
participate in the peace process and its insistence 
that a just solution of the Palestinian question must 
be based upon recognition -of the Palestinian 
people's right to self-determination, through the 
establishment of its own independent state. 

The Progress-ive List for Peace (PLP) accepts 
these two principles and calls upon the government 
of Israel to consent to the convening of an 
international peace conference with PLO 
participation. Such a conference should aim at 
negotiating a general peace settlement for the 
entire region, and at definitely ending the 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict. In such negotiations, it 
is clearly possible to reach a solution which will 
ensure both the Palestinian people's liberty and the 
state of Israel's security and integrity. 

Since the Israeli invasion of Lebanon, Israeli 
governments repeatedly claimed that the PLO had 
been destroyed or dispersed, and therefore, that it is 
not eligible for participating in negotiations. Now, 
it is clear that these claims had no basis in reality. 
The PLO, the only representative organization of 
the Palestinian people, has again shown its ability 
to lead its people, with ever greater determination 
and unity. 

Refusal to accept the PLO as a negotiating 
partner in an international peace conference will 
prevent the convening of such a conference. There 
is no Arab government able or willing to negotiate 
in the name -of the Palestinian people, as the 
speakers of these governments have made clear. ' 

The Progressive List for Peace calls upon the 
government of Israel to cease all evasions and 
tricks, and announce its willingness to open 
negotiations with the PLO, based on mutual 
recognition of the right of all peoples in the region 
to self-determinat~on and sovereign existence. 

Avnery in the US 

"My friend, :the Enemy", Uri Avnery's new book 
about Israeli contacts with the PLO, has been 
published in the US,* after appearing in Britain and 
France. Oil this occasion, Avnery made a quick tour 
ofthe East Coast. 

He was invited to deliver the prestigeous annual 
Poynter lecture at Yale University. Dilring his short 
stay as a Poynter fellow, Avnery met with experts 
on the Middle East, faculty members and students. 
He did the same at Princeton University, where he 
lectured at the Woodrow Wilson School of Public 
and International Affairs. He also spoke at Rutgers 
University and The City University of New York. 

In the course of a 10-days stay in the US, Avnery 
met with many groups, appeared in several T.V. and 
radio programs, addressed a public meeting held at 
the "Village Gate" in New York, and was invited to 
speak at Shabbat services in two Conservative 
synagogues. 

*It is available from Lawrence Hill Co., 520 
Riverside Avenue, Westport, Conneticut 06880, 
U.SA. 

Avnery wound up his visit by a discussion with 
members of the America- Israel Council for 
Israeli-Palestinian Peace, who held their 
membership meeting in Washington. D.C. · 

Tree planters .. on trial 

The following appeal is published by 'The Other 
Israel" as an act of solidarity with the signatories 
and their comrades. 

Dear Friend, 
Thirteen Palestinians and Israelis who were 

arrested planting olive trees together, a year and a 
half ago, now stand trial in Jerusalem. The charge: 
trespassing on state land. The maximum sentence: 
two years' imprisonment. · 

The affair began in January 1986, when the 
government of Israel started to implement a policy 
of uprooting olive tree orchards along the ''Green 
Line" (the border between pre-1967 Israel and the 
West Bank). Villa.gers from Qatanna, where the 
uprootings began, turned for assistance to the 
Palestinian Center for The Study of Nonviolence in 
East Jerusalem. The Center,in partnership with 
"Palestinians and Israelis for Nonviolence" (then 
called "Arabs and Jews for Nonviolence, 
Reconciliation and Peace"), organized a 
tree-planting for Tu "B 'shvat, the Jewish Arbor Day, 
which fell iast year on January 25. 

Hundreds of olive tress were planted in a 
cooperative effort of Israeli Jews and West Bank 
Palestinians. When the police arrived non-violent 
tactics were successfully employed, violence was 
averted., and no one was arrested, through the 
names of thirteen participants were recorded, and 
they were later charged After the action was 
completed and most of the participants had left the 
scene, the government . representatives broke a 
compromise agreement, uprooting all the saplings 
that had been planted. The incident received 
sympathetic coverage. in the lsraeii media, .and 
raised local consciousness about the use of 
·nonviolence as an ideology and a strategy against 
Israeli's denial of Palestinian rights on the West 
Bank. 

The prose-cution of the "Qatanna 13" must be 
seen . as the latest attempt by the government to 
suppress all opposition to its policies of 
discrimination and its intolerance of dissent, Israeli 
or Palestinian. We urge the local and international 
communities to protest against this trial and the 
policies behind it. 

yours in shared hope for .peace. 

Mubarak A wad 
The Palestinian Center for the Study of 
Nonviolence 
Rabbi Jeremy Milgrom and Kamil Shehadeh 
Palestinians and Israelis for Nonviolence 

P.S.: On May 24, 1987, the tree planters' trial 
opened in Jerusalem. The trial will, apparently, turn 
on the issue of land ownership -namely, is or isn't 
the government of Israel justified in claiming 
ownership over all lands which, between 1948 and 
1967, constituted no-man's-land between the 



positions of the Israeli and the Jordanian armies. 
This is a weighty question, involving considerable 
tracts of land, from which the livelihood of several 
villages is drawn. Moreover, this trial raises 
complicated legal problems, concerning both the 
Israeli and the Jordanian laws of land ownership, as 
well as international law - specifically, the 
'provisions of the 1949 armistice agreement 
between Jordan and Israel. Thus, the trial is likely 
to be prolonged. 

The editorial board of "The Other Israel" urges 
you, our readers, to express your solidarity with the 
.accused by signing the enclosed petition and adding 
personal letters of protest to the Minister of 
Agriculture, c/o your local Israeli embassy or to 
POB 7011, Hakirya, 61070 Tel Aviv, Israel. Please 
send a copy of your letter to: Am os Gvirtz, Kibbutz 
Shefayim 60990, Israel. 

In addition to moral support, the tree planters 
need your help to fmance the lengthy legal battle 
still ahead. Contributions should be made to: the 
{)live Tree Planters Defense Fund, c/o Amos Gvirtz 
at the above address; or sent directly to the 
American-Israel Bank, Rehavia Branch, 25 Ramban 
St., Jerusalem, Israel- Account 79093. 

The Oriental Jewish peace movements 
-a ray of hope 

"The development of the Oriental Jewish peace 
movements in Israel" was the theme of a seminar 
which took place at Kibbutz Har'el on March 21, 
1987; it was organised jointly by the Israeli Council 
for Israeli-Palestinian Peace (ICIPP) and the 
Oriental Jewish "East for Peace" movement. 

The Oriental Jewish community is of crucial 
importance for Israel in general, and for the Israeli 
peace movement in particular. The Oriental Jews, 
who immigrated to Israel from Arab and other 
Muslim countries, are now the majority among 
Israel's citizens; most of the poor and economically 
disadvantaged in Israeli society are Oriental Jews; 
and Oriental Jews form the main electoral base of 
·the right-w.ing Likud block. 

Until recently, the . peace movement was unable 
to find support in the Oriental Jewish community. 
Peace organizations in Israel are mainly based 
among the European Jews, the Ashkenazis; this is 
the peace ·movements's biggest weakness. Hence, 
the appearance of Oriental Jewish peace groups, 
such as "The East for Peace" and "The Oriental 
Front" is of great significance. 

The Har'el seminar commemorated the fifth 
anniversary of the death of Eliyahu Elyashar, who 
was both President of the ICIPP and President of 
the Sepharadi (Oriental Jewish) Federation in 
Israel. The seminar was opened by a short 
commerative speech by Ahaton Pinhasi of the 
ICIPP, who was Elyashar~s collegue and friend. 
Pinhasi told of Elyashar's lifelong commitment to 
the idea of peace, for which he paid a heavy price. 
In 1976. Elyashar play~d a leading role in the 
formation of the ICIPP; immediately, nationalist 
elements within the Sephardi Federation started a 
smear campaign against him, accusing him of being 

. '"a PLO sympathiser". Elyashar did not give up; even 
after passing the eightieth year of his life, he 
continued to maintain an indefatigable struggle for 
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ideals of the ICIPP. Pinhasi remarked that Elyashar 
had always believed that he will eventually be 
vindicated, and that the Oriental Jews in Israel will 
become a bridge betwe·en Israel and the Arab World. 
World. 

Uri Avnery, the next speaker, described the 
historical background. He did not mince words: "In 
retrospect, it seems clear that in the 195-0's, the 
Oriental Jews were the victims ·Of Ashkenazi 
racism. At that time, we were talking about "a new 
Israeli society," but now we can see that what was 
really meant was an Askenazi society, based on 
European patterns., into which non-Ashkenazis were 
supposed to become completely assimilated. The 
Jews who arrived from the Arab and Muslim 
countries were stereotyped as "primitives" and 
"cavemen,., and their culture was disparaged and 
disregarded." 

To Mr. Arye Nehemkin, Minister of Agriculture, 
P.O.B. 7011, Hakiryah, Tel-Aviv, Israel. 

We, the undersigned, turn to you concerning 
the expropriation of land and the uprooting of 
olive trees in areas that were in no-man's land 
between -Israel and Jordan in the 1948-1967 
period .. 

Early in January, 1986, almost 2,000 olive 
trees were uprooted by the "Green Patrol" from 
the fields of eight Qatanna farmers •. ·On June 19, 
1986, the "Green Patrol" uprooted 3,300 fruit · 
trees (mainly olive trees) on 'land belonging to 
the village of Medya. These acts were justified 
by the claim that those fields were state lands, 
which the villagers had usurped; but the 
villagers have documents showing that they are 
the lawful owners. The brutal way in which your 
ministry "maintained the law", as well as your 
intention to plant forests? instead of the 
fruit-bearing orchards, make evident your 
concern not for agriculture but for the 
dispossession of people who just happen to be 

-.Palestinian. .. 
The law exists to protect people from crimes 

against persons and property. When '~he iaw" 
becomes an instrument in -the :hands of a 
government to abuse an entire population and 
steal its property, every honest per~on is obliged 
to protest. The ''Green Patrol" was estab1ished 
to prevent agricultural theft; instead, it wrecks 
fruit trees and destroys the livelihood of farmers 
not lucky enough to be born Jewish. Acts like 
those of the "Green Patrol" feed the fires of 
hatred and hostility between Israel and the 
Palestinian people. 

We therefore urgently request: 
- the abolishing of the policy demonstrated 

in Qatanna and Medya, which threatens a total 
of 30,000 dunams. 

-the return of these lands to their owners. 
-the restoration of the trees, where possible, 

or the granting of compensations for them. 
- the termination . of legal proceedings 

against thirteen Israelis and Palestinians who 
planted olive trees in Qatanna on J anu.ary 25 (Tu 
B'shvat), 1986. 
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Avnery traced the long process by which the 
Oriental Jews, who were made the outcasts of 
Israeli society, have come to support Menachem 
Begin, whom they regarded as a fellow outcast, 
persecuted for decades by the dominant Labor 
governments. This culminated in Begin's electoral 
victory in 1977. 

Regarding the future, Avnery said: "The second 
and third generations of the ·Oriental Jews, those 
who assert their identity and search for their roots 
will inevitably discover that the culture of the Jew~ 
who lived in the Arab countries is part of Arab 
culture, just as the culture of my parents and their 
fellow-Jews in Germany was part of German 
culture". 

Dr. Shlomo Elbaz described the process whlch 
led to the formation of the "East for Peace" 
movement. He said that he, as well as other 
Oriental Jewish peace activists, were originally 
active within the framework of ''Peace Now" 
Israel's largest peace movement; however thi~ 
activity did not penetrate into the concious~ess of 
the general public. A stereotype was spreading 
depicting all Oriental Jews as Arab-haters and 
enemies of peace. 

This phenomenon reached its peak in February 
1983, after right-wing mobs assaulted "Peace Nnw" 
demonstrators in Jerusale..m and one of the 
demonstrators, Emit Grunzweig, was killed in a 
grenade explosion. In newspaper articles and 
commentaries, all Oriental Jews were identified as 
right-wing thugs; nobody mentioned the fact that 
Oriental peace activists were among the assaulted 
"Peace Now" demonstrators. 

''This made it imperative to form a specifically 
Oriental Jewish peace movement" said Elbaz. "We 
wanted to create our own organization and show 
everybody that we are Oriental Jews and that we 
are doves; that not only is there no contradiction 
between these two things but, on the contrary, we 
are doves because we are Oriental Jews. 

"It ·was not enough to speak about peace. You 
can't expect people w.ho are oppressed and 
alienated to be enthusiastic about peace. The issue 
of equality and social justice is inseparable from 
that of peace. And there is another issue involved -
Israel's role vis-a-vis the Orient. 

"There can be neither peace nor equality 
without acceptance of the fact that we the 
Oriental Jews, are children of the Orient. In israel 
there is a widespred feeling of contempt towards 
everything Oriental. The external Orient the Arabs 
and the internal Orient, the Oriental Je~s, are both 
looked down upon. The two Orients are 
interconnected; attitudes towards one of them 
depend on attitudes towards the other. 

"The restoration of Oriental Jewish culture in 
Israel is important, both for our own sense of 
identity, and in order to show our Arab neighbors 
that we are natives of the Orient, not European 
colonists". · 

Dr. Elbaz admitted that, though "The East for 
Peace" had established itself as a distinct feature of 
the Israeli political landscape, it is still far from 
reaching the entire Oriental Jewish constituency. 
However, recently there are more and more 
indi~ations that its message is spreading, 
particularly in some of the poverty-stricken 

Oriental towns (misnamed "Development Towns" 
in offical usage). 

After hearing these lectures at the plenary 
session, the participants divided into workshops. 
Discussion in the workshops was very lively, 
sometimes developing into heated debate, on such 
issues as Israeli cultural integration into the Middle 
Eastern environment. Some Ashkenazis feel 
uncomfortable about this idea, which makes them 
think of Khomeini-type religious fanaticism; 
others, even among peace activists, are influenced 
by images and stereotypes of ''the decadent, 
backward Levant". On the other hand, the 
proponents of Middle-Eastern integration pointed 
out the progressive cultural and social elements 
which Israel can derive from the Orient. 

Avner Amiel, an activist and social worker with 
many years' experience in the Jerusalem slums, 
emphasized the strong communal solidarity and 
mutual help to be found in Oriental communities. 
In his view, these qualities compare favorably with 
the cold individualism fostered by Western culture. 

Another topic for heated discussion was the 
tactics the peace movement should adopt in order 
to gain support in the Oriental Jewish community. 
Most participants agreed that "the peace movement 
should speak the people's languague" and that "it is 
not enough that we know we are right - we should 
present our views in such a way that the masses will 
know it, too"; however, there w·ere many 
disagreements on how to achieve this goal. In 
particular, there was a prolongued debate on 
whether or not the peace movement should 
consciously create an emotional language of its 
own, to counter that of the chauvinists and racists. 
The supporters of this tactic argued that political 
debates are often decided on the emotional level 
rather then on the rational one. Their opponent~ 
were afraid that such attempts will degenerate into 
demagoguery; they believed that in a contest using 
these methods, warmongers will prove the better 
demagogues. 

Avner Amiel concluded: "We should not despair. 
Even in neighborhoods where chauvinist and racist 
views are very conspicious, they don't have very 
deep roots. In some neighborhoods we worked and 
became involved with the local problems. There 
were groups ·of youths who expressed strong 
anti-Arab prejudices. We made contact with them 
on the human level, we understood their 
frustrations and grievances. Many of them changed 
their views completely, after a year or two., 

East for Peace -a statement 
The Jewish people originated in the ·East. Its 

culture, religion and values developed here, on 
the eastern shore of the Mediterranean. Coming 
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back from their mother countries, the Jews 
brought here the heritage and traditions of their 
respective diasporas. They must now contribute 
their specific contributions to the common 
cultural foundation which is being rebuilt in the 
ancient Oriental environment of Eretz Israel and 
the Middle East. 

We have not come here as representatives of 
Western civilization, even though we have 
learned a lot from it. lt'is obvious that we do not 
want to reject it altogether, but _it is no less 
obvious that we belong intrinsically to the East. 

At present, the East is torn by incessant wars, 
particularly by our own conflict with the Arab 
neighbours, which urgently demands an end. 
This is our chief goal, a goal which cannot be 
reached without the problem of social gaps and 
inequalities being solved according to our ideals 
of equality and s(}cial justice. 

In our view the two aims, peace and justice, 
are link~d to a third element: the necessity to 
fully accept our presence in the Mediterranean 
environment. This is our vocation; this is the 
third way, the way of mediation, of conciliation 
between the extremes, of moderation, which our 
country needs so much. 

If you are in favor of peace, social justice and 
integration in the cultural environment of the 
Middle East, to which we belong; if you are in 
favor of cultural pluralism, of respect towards 
differences within our society as well as 
between our Arab neighbours and ourselves; if 
you are for tolerance, coexistence and 
compromise -join our struggle. 

Hamizra 'h La shalom (East for Peace) 
P.O.B. 24312 Jerusalem 

The power of a Shabak operative 

On December 9, 1986, the "Wall Street 
Jminal" published an extensive article about the 
situation on the West Bank. Among other things, 
it quoted testimonies given by inhabitants of 
Ubaydiyah - a small West Bank town located 
south-east of Bethlehem. According to them, an 
Israeli nicknamed "Abu-Nader" daily appears in 
Ubaydiyah; wearing civilian clothers, carrying a 
gun and speaking good Arabic, he exercises· 
control over the town's population, and 
especially over its youth. His approval is needed 
for getting a driving licence, for receiving 
permission to travel to Jordan, or for any' other 
official permit. 

Knesset Member Matti Peled presented a 
parliamentary question to Defence Minister 
Rabin, asking who the man is and what is the 
source of his authority. On Februay 23, 1987, 
Rabin answered, quite openly: "The man about 
whom you ask is working for the General 
Security Sercice ( Shabak)". 

The Nafso Affair - a new 
Secret Service scandal 

Since the formation of the State of Israel, the 
activities of its secret services have been shrouded 
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in mystery. No effective parliamentary control over 
them was ever established or even attempted. 1 

With the years, the extent of secret, uncrontrolled 
government activities steadily grew. Links of arms 
trading and military assitance were forged with 
third-world dicta tors hips; the Israeli nuclear 
program started, centered in the Dimona ·nuclear 
pile, apparently in cooperation with South-Africa. 

The Israeli public was neither consulted about 
any of these developments, nor, indeed, allowed to 
know about them. Strict military censorship was 
enforced over the Israeli press; in the 1950's, the 
very fact that Israel posseses secret services was 
kept secret. 

Military censorhip was joined by self-censorship. 
For many years, editors and politicians sincerely 
b~lieved that it is their patriotic duty to leave the 
secret services to their own devices, and that any 
disclosure or criticism of them could damage the 
security of Israel; "Ha'olam Ha'zeh" magazine was 
virtually alone among the Israeli press in warning 
against the dangers of this attitude and pointing out 
that uncontrolled power would, inevitably, be 
abused. 

Since the early 1980's, however, many Israeli 
journalists and politicians have started to probe, 
deeper and deeper, into previously forbidden zones. 
Especially since the Lebanon War, the claim of 
ralson d'etat is no longer accepted unquestionably. 
Thus, the . lraeli public is witnessing a chain 
reaction of disclosures, with new scandals appearing 
ever faster: The Pollard Affair, concerning Israeli 
espionage in the U.S.!; The Vanunu Affair, disclosing 
Israeli possesion of nuclear bombs; Irangate, giving 
a wide exposure of ·· the Israeli arms trade; 
disclosures about Israel's ties with Apartheid 
South-Africa ... 

Among the most important disclosures are those 
about the Shabak (General Security Service). 
Established for the stated purpose of maintaining 
security within the borders of Israel, the Shabak 
later extended its operations into the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip; later still - into those parts of 
Lebanon which are under Israeli rule. Thousands of 
Palestinians were convicted in Israeli military 
courts, on the basis of evidence provided by the 
Shabak; many others were deported or placed in 
"administrative detention" without trial on the 
Shabak's recommendation; Shabak operatives 
interfere daily with the lives of the Israeli-ruled 
Palestinian population (see box). 

The frrst Shabak scandal concerned the 
cold-blooded killing, by Shabak operatives, of two 
captured Palestinian bus hijackers in April 1984; 
and the perjury and falsification of evidence, during 
the subsequent inquiry (see ''The Other Israel" No. 
8 and 22).2 

" 

Closing ranks, the Israeli establishment 
succeeded in covering up the first Shabak Affair. All 

I. During his term as a Knesset Member, Uri Avnery 
proposed a law which would define the limits of the 
Shabak's authority and its methods of operation. 
The proposal was rejected by the government 
majority, and the Shabak continues to be governed 
only by its own internal regulations. 
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the guilty Shabak operatives, including the Shabak 
head Avraham Shalom, were given full pardons by 
President Chaim Herzog; no independent judicial 
commission of inquiry was formed ; the police 
"inquiry" found nothing - to nobody's surprise; 
Yosef Genosar, one of the main Shabak operatives 
involved in the affair , became Ariel Sharon's 
protege and was appointed director of the Israeli 
Export Institute, Nevertheless, the Shabak's image 
was considerably tarnished, Also, the affair left a 
residue of mistrust between the Shabak and the 
Israeli army, since the Shabak had tried to frame 
Brigadier Yitzchak Mordechai and shift upon him 
the blame for killing the Palestinian prisoners. This 
became a key factor in the new affair, which 
concerns an army officer framed by the Shabak. 

The second Shabak Affair was touched off by a 
chain of events which started in 1979, but which 
were, until Apri11987, completely hidden from the 
public by military censorship. At its heart stands 
Lieutenant Izat Nafso, an Israeli army officer who 
is a Circassian, member of a small ethnic minority, 
Muslim but not Arab (see box). 

Izat Nafso was drafted to the Israeli army in 
1973 and became a career soldier. By 1979, he 
reached the rank of Lieutenat , and was serving in 
South Lebanon, at the headquarters of the military 
government which Israel unofficially maintained 
since the first invasion of Lebanon in 1978.3 

As part of his duties as a "special forces officer," 
Nafso gathered information from shady informants, 
double agents, arms and drug smugglers, etc. An 
informer from Shuba village in South Lebanon, 
known as "Abu-Kasem", asked Nafso to come to his 
home. There, Nafso met a stranger who claimed to 
be connected with the PLO and able to provide 
information on its activities in the eastern part of 
South Lebanon. 

Two months later, at their second meeting in 
Abu-Kasem's house, the stranger told Nafso that he 
was a senior PLO officer, and that their previous 
meeting had been photographed. He demanded that 
Nafso cooperate with him and provide him with 
information on the lsreli Army; otherwise, the 
photographs "' .;uld be presented to Israeli 
Intelligence . After exchaging words with the PLO 
man, Nafso stood up and left. He did not report 
these contacts to anybody, Nafso claims that he 
had conducted hundreds of such meetings, and 
reported only the::~ which had useful results. In any 
case, this an e!r ~· at con-cealment was to cost the 
young officer very dearly. 

At the end of 1979, Abu-Kasem was arrested by 
the Shabak; during his interrogation, he implicated 
Nafso. On January 4, 1980, Nafso was arrested, The 
nature of his interrogation has now been confirmed 
in the Supreme Court's verdict: "Violent acts were 

2. Back copies are available at P,O,B. 956, Tel-Aviv 
61008, Israel. 
3. The existence of this military government was 
not officially admitted, though it was an open 
secret. In theory, the area was under control of 
Lebanese mercenaries, the so-called "South 
Lebanon Army'~ then commanded by Major Sa'ed 
Haddad. During the Nafso affair it was, for the first 
time, officially disclosed that in 1979 Israeli forces 
were already stationed in South Lebanon. 

taken against him which included pulling his hair , 
pushing him, throwing him down and kicking him. 
He was slapped, insulted, denied sleep during day 
and night and forced to stand for long hours , even 
when not being interrogated. " 

More details are given by Nafso himself: "The 
interrogator entered my cell and spat in my face. He 
said: "You are a terrorist - strip down." I took off 
my clothes. Even if he had told me to walk on all 
fours I would have done it . I was completely naked. 

Origin of the Circassian community 
in Israel 

In the first half of the Nineteeth Century, 
Czarist Russia expanded southwards, into the 
Caucasus. It encountered stiff resistante from 
Muslim mountaineers who fought the invaders 
stubbornly for two decades. Finally overcome, 
many of the defeated Caucasian Muslims found 
refuge in the Ottoman Empire. At that time, the 
Ottoman Sultans were making a last effort to 
preserve their rule over their crumbling realm. 
Thus, the Caucasian refugees, known as 
.. Circassians", were settled as military colonists 
in various Ottoman provinces. They were "a 
loyal element", serving in the Ottoman armies 
and buttressing the central government 's 
authority towards unruly provincials. After the 
fall of the Ottoman Empire, the Circassians 
served the British and French conquerors, and, 
eventually, the goverments of independent 
states which arose in the former Ottoman 
provinces. 

In Israel, two Circassian villages exist. Their 
inhabitants have served in the Israeli army since 
1948, fighting bravely against the Jordanian and 
Syrian armies - in which, too, Circassian 
soldiers serve. A large proportion of the male 
Circassians find their living by service in the 
Israeli army or police. The Circassians speak 
their own languague and maintain their own 
c~ture; the textbooks in their schools are 
modeled on books imported from their original 
homeland, which is now part of the Soviet 
Union. 

Until the Nafso Affair, the Circassian. 
community has rarely attracted the attention of 
the Israeli public opinion and media. 

It was January, but somenow the cold did not 
disturb me, only the terrible humiliation. I was 
lying naked on the floor, and he put his foot on my 
body. Then he raised me up by pulling my hair. ( ... ) 
The strongest pain was caused by the memory of 
my life before the interrogation. In South Lebanon I 
was a king, an Israeli officer ; people were 
practically kneeling down before me. Suddenly, 
within three days, I have become a nothing, a 
cockroach who can be crushed underfoot." (Yediot 
Aharonot , 26.5.87). 

A different method, also used by the Shabak 
interrogators, were threats to arrest Nafso's wife , 
sister and mother, to strip them naked and touch 
them before his eyes, and to imprison them in the 
company of prostitutes. Another thereat was that 
the Shabark would tell Nafso's fellow-villagers that 
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Nafso was a homosexual and that he had had 
homosexual relations with PLO agents. The 
interrogators also threatened to use an injection 
which, they claimed, would make Nafso sexually 
impotent. 

At last, Nafso agreed to sign all the confessions 
required of him. He "confessed" to spying for the 
PLO, to having smuggled weapons and explosives to 
PLO cells inside Israel, and to various other charges. 
He was tried by a special court martial. His claim 
that the confessions were extorted from him by 
force were disbelieved. He was found guilty on no 
less than eight separate charges of spying and 
treason, sentenced to eighteen years' 
inmprisonment, stripped of his rank and 
dishonourably discharged from the army. 

Nafso did not give up. He was backed by 
practically the entire Circassian community, as 
well as by a few Jews who became convinced of his 
innocence; one of these was his lawyer, Tzvi Hadar, 
who is a former Military Advocate-General. Nafso 
appealed to the Military Appeals Court, but here, 
too, the judges accepted as true the testimonies of 
the Shabak interrogators, who claimed that "no 
undue pressure was put on Nafso". For more than 
seven years, the Israeli public was completely 
unaware of the whole affair; all the judicial 
processes were held in camera and military 
censorship did fiot allow any publication; Nafso 
himself refused offers by some of his friends to 
circumvent censorship by leaking information to 
the foreign press. Throughout, he continued to 
regard himself as a loyal and patriotic officer. 

Nafso's situation seemed hopeless; but two 
events in 1986 changed it completely. The first 
Shabak Affair broke out; it was shown clearly that 
Shabak operatives are quite capable of lies and 
perjury; and Nafso recognised, from photographs in 
the press, that his chief tormentor and the infamous 
Yosef Genosar are one and the same. Ailother event 
in 1986 was the passage of an amendment to the 
Military Judicial Code; by it, persons whose appeals 
to the Military Appeals Court were rejected could, 
in some cases, appeal to the civilian Supreme Court. 
Nafso was one of the first to take advantage of this 
new possibility. 

In April 1987, the screen of censorship was at 
last breached. The army authorities, at feud with 
the Shabak, themselves leaked details to the press, 
and the military censorship no longer forbade their 
publication. The first account appeared in "Koteret 
Rashit"; within days, the whole affair entered the 
public domain. 

It soon became clear that Nafso stood a good 
chance to win his Supreme Court appeal, and that 
his aquittal would constitute a powerful indictment 
of the Shabak and its methods. The Shabak heads 
frantically tried various expedients. The idea was 
raised of giving Nafso a pardon, and thus ending the 
flood of revelations. However, Nafso himself 
refused to accept ·this idea, insisting on his right to 
be cleared in a court of law. Moreover, the military 
establishment flrmly opposed this solution, which 
would have cast doubts on the competence of the 
military courts, while leaving the Shabak's 
reputation intact. Thus, conflict with the army 
weakened the Shabak's position. 

Another idea which the Shabak supporters 
among the government ministers floated was the 
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enactment of a new law, by which confessions in 
"security cases" would be admissable as evidence 
even if they were obtained in an "irregular" way. 
This proposal encountered strong resistance when it 
was aired, and was soon shelved. 

On May 24, 1987, the Supreme Court heard Izat 
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Nafso's appeaL In an unprecedented move Brigadier 
Ammon Strashnov, the Military Advocate-General, 
declined to back up the verdicts of the two court 
martials. He stated: "After an investigation held by 
the Shabak itself, on its own initiative, on January 
29, 1987, and after making a personal investigation, 
I have deterined that ( ... ) most of the accused's 
claims that pressures were put opon him in order to 
sign a confession ( .•. ) were substantially true. ( ... ) 
The denials of the Shabak investigators at the court 
martial, and their claims that no coercion was used, 
were found to be untrue'~. 

Given this unequivocal statement, the outcome 
was hardly in doubt. On the same day, the Supreme 
Court cleared lzat Nafso of all the charges on which 
he was convicted in the two court martials; instead, 
he was given two years' imprisonment for having 
met with the PLO officer without reporting to his 
superiors. Since Nafso had already served a prison 
term of seven and a half years , this verdict meant 
that he could walk free out of the court; he was 
given a hero's welcome at his village, whose entire 
population turned out for a night-long celebration. 
Thus, Izat Nafso's part of the story ends with a 
.happy end; but for the Shabak, the affair had barely 
~~ -

In their verdict, the Supreme Court judges 
enwnerated the instance ~ of perjury committed by 
the Shabak interrogators , and concluded: .. Decisive 
steps are necessary to uproot this phenomenon. We 
would like to draw the Attorney-General's attention 
to this." Not even a weak and spineless man, such as 
Attorney-General Charish, could ignore such a 
command. 

During the following days, the Shabak mobilised 
its considerable lobby in the press and the political 
system, in an attempt to stop the police 
investigation and prosectution of the perjuring 
Shabak operatives. The pro- Shabak journalists and 
politicians claimed that such an investigation 
would "destroy the only barrier against terrorism". 
Nevertheless, Attorney-General Charish instructed 
Police Superintendent Craus to open the Shabak 
investigation. 

In desperation, the Shabak heads and their 
supporters started to demand the appointment of a 
judicial commission of inquiry to investigate the 
whole of the Shabak's methods of interrogation, a 
demand which they had firmly opposed in the past. 
The explanation for this starling change was given 
by Dov Weisglass, Yosef Genosar's lawyer: ''The 
methods used for interrogation of, and the 

_ obtaining of statements from, Nafso are in no way 
different from those used in dozens of other 
investigations, before and after the Nafso 
interrogation. If the time has come to change these 
interrogation methods ( ... ) than it is unfair to pick 
on a random group of interrogators, those who were 
involved in this particular interrogation" (Yediot 
Aharonot, 26.5.87). 

In effect, the cornered Shabak operatives have 
decided to shake the whole system of which they 
were part, and to clear themselves by proving that 
their acts were performed according to the Shabak's 
standard operating procedures. 

On May 31, the Israeli government decided upon 
the appointment of a judicial commission of 
inquiry, headed by former Supreme Court President 
Moshe Landau. Landau is known for his firm 

opposition to the use of force, threats or insults in 
interrogation; the career of a police officer who had 
used such methods was blocked, due to one of 
Landau's precedent-setting verdicts. 

The Nafso affair's explosive potential comes 
from the fact that Nafso's interrogation is, indeed, 
far from being an exceptional case. In hundreds o£ 
trials, Palestinian prisoners claimed that 
confessions were extorted from them by force; 
many of them described the very same physical and 
psychological methods of torture exposed in the· 
Nafso case. In virtually all of these cases, the · 
military courts convicted the accused on the basis 
of their confessions. Now, the lawyers of these 
Palestinians have asked to testify before the· 
Landau Commission. 

There can be little doubt that the continuous 
unfolding of the Nafso Affair will have important 
implications, both for Israeli rule in the occupied 
territories, and for the future of democracy in Israel 
itself. 

On the killing of children 
The Balata Refugee Camp and the Israeli 

settlement of Alon-Moreh are located in the same 
geographical area - the outskirts of Nablus, on the 
West Bank; but the people who inhabit them are, in 
nearly all ways, diametrically opposite to each 
other. 

Balata, the largest refugee camp on the West 
Bank, is inhabited by people who were uprooted in 
1948 from their original homes,- which became a 
part of Israel;. who live, since 1967, under 
occupation, facing constant harrasment, searches, 
and arrests; who live in conditions of miserable, 
overcrowded poverty, 

Alon-Moreh is inhabited by members of the 
Israeli extreme right, who constantly spearhead 
armed provocations · against the Palestinian 
population, and who press for ever-new 
expropriations and acts of repression; materially, 
they live affluent lives, financed by the Israeli (and 
indirectly, the American) taxpayers' money, 

Nevertheiess, these two very disparate groups of 
human beings have at least one thing in common: 
both have children; and the children of both are 
equally innocent of any blame which may be 
attached to their elders. 

In December 1986, unknown persons entered 
Balata Refugee Camp by car; in broad daylight, 
they shot dead Ramadan abu-Zeitun, a 12-year old 
Palestinian boy, and drove away. 

On a night in May 1987, other unknown persons 
found Roni Chaba, an eight-year old boy from 
Alon-Moreh, bicycling outside the settlement; they 
smashed his head with a heavy stone and left his 
body in a cave. 

Both killings are horrible crimes, which should 
be condemned by any thinking and feeling human 
being - regardless of whatever the killers' motives 
may have been. 

Neither set of killers have, so far, been 
apprehanded. If some of them, when caught, would 
profess allegiance to any ideology or ideal, the 
holders of that ideal must be the first to condemn 
the hideous deed and disown its perpetrators. 

Adam Keller 


